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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Albert Keyack on 9/28/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as indicated in the enclosed attachment. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Prior arts of record do not disclose an electronic game table and a system for 
playing an electronic card game as set forth in claims 1, 19 and 27. In particular, prior 
arts of record do not disclose a single common display showing multiple community 
cards and betting information for each player, the common display located at the 
center of the table and horizontally mounted in the tabletop surface continuously 
displaying the community cards and betting information to all the players, along with 
the rest of the claimed limitations. 
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2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4441, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM to 
5:OOPM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The central official fax 
number is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



kn 

Date: September 30, 2007 



Kim T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
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1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic game table for at least two players engaging in a 
completely electronic competitive game that uses both confidential cards and community 
cards comprising: 

a table having a surface; 

a plurality of individual player terminals arranged at or beneath the surface of said 
table, each of said individual player tenninals comprising a terminal display and a 
data input device comprising a plurality of player activated electronic game function 
buttons including an action button and a betting button; 

a central processing unit connected to the game function buttons of each of said 
individual player terminals for bi-directional data exchange with each of said 
individual player terminals, said central processing unit configured to cause the 
display of at least an electronic representation of confidential cards and a 
representation of tho otatus of the game status on each of said terminal displays; and 

a sin gle common displa y showing multiple community cards and betting information 
for each plaver, the common display located at the center of the table and horizontally 
mounted in the tabletop surface continuously displaying said community cards and 
betting infomiation to all the players a singl e , oentmll y- leogtod oommon display 
configured to oquqq the dioplay of an oloctronic ropr e s e ntotion of two or more 
difForont community cards, the oommon display boing dispoood in a position 
oimultanoously visibl e to e ach and every of the players and conn e ct e d to said c e ntml 
prooossing unit; goid - oentral processing unit oontoining a random combination 
gonemtor . 

2. (Original) The electronic game table of claim 1, wherein said central processing 
unit is provided with an outlet port for connection to external electronic means. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The electronic game table of claim 2, wherein said external 
electronic means are selected from the group consisting of a local area.network, the 
Internet, and an Intranet. 

4. (Previously Presented) The electronic game table of claim U wherein said plurality 
of player activated electronic game function buttons comprises at least control means 
for anteing the bets, control means for betting, control means for indicating a role of a 
player acting in the capacity of a dealer in a current round. 

5. (Currently Amended) The electronic game table of claim 4, wherein said position 
of the single c e ntrally - looatod monitor visible to the players common display is a 
position selected from the group consisting of: a horizontal position on and flush with 
said table top, and a vertical position outside said table top. 

6. (Original) The electronic game table of claim 5, wherein said central processing 
unit is provided with an outlet port for connection to external electronic means. 

7. (Previously Presented) The electronic game table of claim 6, wherein said extemal 
electronic means are selected from the group consisting of a local area network, the 
Internet, and an Intranet. 

8. (Previously Presented) The electronic game table of claim 1 , wherein the electronic 
competitive game is a poker game, and wherein the individual terminals are spaced 
around the table for a number of players from two to ten. 

9. (Original) The electronic game table of claim 8, wherein said central processing 
unit is provided with an outlet port for connection to extemal electronic means. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The electronic game table of claim 8, wherein said 
external electronic means are selected from the group consisting of a local area 
network, the Internet, and an Intranet, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The electronic game table of claim 8, wherein said data 
input means device comprises at least control means for anteing the bets, control 
means for betting, control means for indicating a role of a dealer in a current round. 

12. (Currently Amended) The electronic game table of claim 1 1 , wherein said 
position visible to said at least two players is a position selected ftom the group 
consisting fiem oft a position on said table top^ and a position outside said table top. 

13. (Original) The electronic game table of claim 12, wherein said central processing 
unit is provided witii an outlet port for connection to external electronic means. 

14. (Original) The electronic game table of claim 13, wherein said external electronic 
means are selected from the group consisting of a local area network, the Internet, and 
Intranet. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said central processing 
unit deals said confidential cards to each player terminal. 

16. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein the display of said 
confidential cards is obscured from players associated with other individual player 
terminals. 

17. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said confidential cards are 
only visible fixjm the individual player terminal on which they were caused to be. 
displayed 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein each individual player 
terminal i$ configured to obscured the display of said confidential cards from other 
individual player terminals. 

19* (Currently Amended) A system for playing an electronic card game, comprising: 

(a) a table having surface and a plurality of player positions; 

(b) a player display at or beneath the surface of the table corresponding to each 
player position, the player display configured to present virtual pocket cards to a 
player such that the display of the virtual pocket cards is obscured form other 
player positions; 

(c) a central processing unit configured to deal virtual pocket cards to the player 
displays and at least two different community cards to the community display and 
cause the respective player displays to present the virtual pocket cards to a 
corresponding player, the central processing unit configured to receive input from 
the input mechanism related to the virtual pocket cards that are presented: 

(^ (d) an input mechanism accessible from and associated with each of the player 
positions comprising a plurality of player activated electronic game function 
buttons connected to the central processing unit; 

(4^(SX a single common display showing multiple community cards and betting 
information for each plaven the common display located at the center of the table 
and horizontally mounted in the surface continuously displayinp said community 
cards and betting information to all the players a singlo oontral - eommunitv - displav 
positioned in the tabl e such that tho control community display 10 QimultanoQUoly 
visibl e from each and e v e ry of th e play e r positions; and 
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( c) g CPU configurod to d e al virtual pookot oardp to tho playor dis pl ays and at 
ieast^ ^ - diff e r e nt commmiity oords to tho community display and cause4b e 
rospoctivo playor displays to proaont tho virtual pock e t card s to a oorresponding 
playor, tho CPU oonfigur e d to r e c e ivo input from the input moohoniom relat e d to 
tho prooontod virtual pocket cards . 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 19, wherein said virtual pocket cards 
displayed on ea^ tiie player display are confidential. 

Claims 2U26 have been cancelled. 

27. (Currently Amended) A dealerless game table for playing an automated card 
game exclusively using images of cards and automated betting without chips, the 
game table comprising: 

a horizontal tabletop having two or more player positions; 

a supporting base; 

player interface console terminals positioned within the tabletop at each of 
the player positions so that each player can observe all other players, the 
terminals each comprising: 

£a} a private screen to display pocket cards and betting information 

relevant only to one particular player; 

fb) a player in/out indicator, 

(c) several bet operation buttons on or adjacent the screen; 
(d\ several action buttons on or adjacent the screen; and 
fe) a player operated automated payment device; 
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a single common display showing multiple community cards and betting 
infomiation for each player, the common display located at the center of the 
table and horizontally mounted in the tabletop surface continuously displaying 
said conununity cards and betting information of all the plavers is visible to 
all the players; and 

a table central processing imit connected to all the p lay e r int e rfac es console 
terminals and to the single common display, wherein the table central 
processing unit performs &e one or more functions of a dealer and 
automatically conducts the play of the game based upon inputs from the 
player interface console terminals. 

28. (Previously Presented) The dealerless game table of claim 27 wherein the 
payment device is a bill acceptor for accepting paper currency. 

29. (Previously Presented) The dealerless game table of claim 27 wherein the 
payment device is a card reader for reading infonnation from a card. 

{0^ 30, (Currently Amended) The dealerless game table of claim 88^ wherein the 
<\l'iojo^ paym e nt reader reads a magnetic strip. 
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REMARKS 

Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesies extended to the 
undersigned during the telephonic interview conducted on September 26, 2007. As 
suggested, claim 27 has been amended to place it in a condition for allowance, and the 
other independent claims have been similarly amended to present patentable subject 
matter and to correct typographical errors. Applicant gratefully acknowledges this 
indication of patentable subject matter. 

Conclusion 

For all these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the present application, upon 
entry of the amendments set forth above is now in a condition to be allowed. Notice to 
this effect is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted. 




Registration No. 32,906 
Attorney for Applicant 
(215) 738-5925 



Dated: September 28, 2007 



I, Albert T. Keyack, Registration No. 32,906» hereby certify 
that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile 
to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 to facsimile number 
(571) 273;;j30Q,on September 28, : 




Albert T. Kcyack 
Registration No. 32,906 
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